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 B O L T O N   P U B L I C   S C H O O L S          
 

December 10, 2020 

 

Dear Families and Staff, 

 

I hope this communication finds you safe and well.  As I am sure you have seen on the news, the number 

of COVID-19 cases, infection rate, and hospitalizations in Connecticut and in our area are on the rise. 

Although our current mitigation strategies and short-term closures have proven effective within our 

schools, we continue to face increasing staffing challenges in maintaining in person learning.  Absences 

will likely increase in the coming weeks due to typical cold and flu cases as well as a potential spike in 

quarantining after the upcoming holidays. Although we have not had any positive staff or student 

COVID-19 cases in the last couple of weeks, our administrators and school nurses are expending 

considerable energy on contact tracing and identifying close contacts due to community spread, and 

finding coverage for staff members who are currently awaiting test results or who have to quarantine as a 

close contact.  Just in the last twenty-four hours, we are experiencing a significant uptick in staffing 

challenges.  

 

In an effort to be proactive and after consulting with the Eastern Highlands Health District and Bolton’s 

Emergency Management Director, the Bolton Public Schools will be moving to remote learning for all 

staff and students for the three days leading up to winter break Monday, December 21 through the half-

day on Wednesday, December 23.  Schools and district offices will be closed December 24 through 

January 1.  Remote learning will resume for all students and staff on Monday, January 4 through Friday, 

January 8, 2021.   

 

Teachers will teach virtually on remote learning days.  All students will be logging in remotely to their 

classes every day.  BCS K – 5 teachers will communicate the daily schedule and information on 

classwork each day via their Google Classroom and/or by sending out emails. If you have any questions, 

please email your child’s teacher.  Students at BCS in grades 6 – 8 and BHS students will follow their 

existing schedule and teachers will communicate via Google Classroom and/or email.  

 

Our goal is to return to our current learning model on Monday, January 11 through January 29, 2021.  As 

a reminder, the current learning model for K – 5 students is in person learning in school for four (4) days 

a week on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays and the Hybrid model on those days for students 

in grades 6 – 12.  All students will continue to be remote on Wednesdays.  Families who continue to opt 

for full-time distance learning as of January 11th will be allowed to continue to learn from home.  Please 

see the attached calendar for January.   

 

Due to the uncertainty of the COVID-19 virus, our plans continue to be subject to change based on the 

circumstances. 
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The safety and well-being of our students and staff continue to be our top priority.  I know there will be 

mixed emotions about this decision. Further, I absolutely recognize that this decision may create 

difficulties for some of our families, our staff, and our community as a whole.  Announcing the decision 

today allows for our staff to ensure our students have everything they need for remote learning before 

they leave for winter break and for our families to make necessary arrangements. 

 

Below please find the holiday schedule for our Grab N’ Go meals: 

 Grab N’ Go meals will be available for pickup at the BCS loading dock on Tuesdays (3 days of 

meals) and Fridays (4 days of meals) between 8:00 – 8:30 AM. 

 On December 18 and December 22, we will provide 6 days of meals (this will supply meals 

through December 29). 

 There will not be meal distribution on Friday, December 25 through Monday, January 4 during 

winter break.  Meal distribution will resume as scheduled on Tuesday, January 5. 

Please contact Heather Plourde at hplourde@eastconn.org or 860-455-1552 if you have any questions.  

 

We continue to be in a very fluid situation with the virus and things are changing daily. We will continue 

to assess and monitor our situation, alerting you to any changes as quickly as possible as conditions 

require.  Applying and practicing the safety protocols of mask wearing, social distancing, and the 

washing of hands must be encouraged beyond the walls of our schools.  Being vigilant together, 

especially during the holidays, will help us to get our staff and students back to school safely on January 

11, 2021.  Our number one priority is to provide a safe learning environment for our students and staff.    

 

Again, I want to thank you for your continued partnership as we face these challenging times together. 

 

Stay safe and be well, 

 

Kristin B. Heckt 
 

Kristin B. Heckt 

Superintendent of Schools 
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